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Event:

In 2001, two important Mies van der Rohe exhibitions opened in New York, each focusing on one of the two bodies of his work before and after his emigration in 1938: “Mies in Berlin” (MoMa, N.Y., subsequently traveling to the Altes Museum Berlin) and “Mies in America” (Whitney Museum, N.Y.). To date, every significant exhibition in Germany of Mies’s architecture has been borrowed from the U.S. (such as in Berlin, 1968, and in Frankfurt, 1987). 

The show in Dessau (Kandinsky-Klee Master Houses, January 11 – March 31, 2002) is dedicated to the former Bauhaus director’s crucial but largely ignored work and influence in post-war Germany, and will appear concurrently with the exhibition in the Altes Museum in Berlin (December 14, 2001 – March 18, 2002), which looks primarily at Mies’s pre-war work.

Content:

One of Mies van der Rohe’s most beautiful projects, his design for the National Theater in Mannheim, is also one of the most important ones based on his idea of universal space. In 1953, this project marked a turning point in Mies’s work as well as a new beginning for post-war Germany’s devastated cultural landscape. 

Interviews, texts and documents from archives in Germany and the United States reveal an unknown chapter in the history of modern architecture. The project’s exemplary significance emerges in the course of its development, from the process behind the design’s origin in Chicago, the competition, the hostility and controversy surrounding the Bauhaus and its glass architecture (involving Rudolf Schwarz, Walter Gropius, Hanns Hopp and Hans Scharoun), to its ultimate distortion in the realization phase. 

The image of the former Bauhaus director following his project to Germany with great hopes, yet in vain, hardly matches later clichés associated with Mies. Research on the project further demonstrates that already in 1953, a new avant-garde was born, whose fundamental currents of thought included Mies van der Rohe’s concept of space. 

Curator:

The exhibition’s curator is Prof. Dr. Thilo Hilpert, Heidelberg. 

Tel/Fax 06 22 1 – 80 43 53

mail: hilpert@architektur.fh-wiesbaden.de

Thilo Hilpert (born 1947 in Koethen) is an urban planner and architectural historian. He studied sociology, German studies, and art history, completing his doctorate in Göttingen, and studied architecture in Paris and Berlin. Now a professor at the Wiesbaden University of Applied Sciences, he has also taught at the Technical University in Berlin, the University of Damascus, and the Graduate School of Fine Arts in Philadelphia. Prof. Hilpert is a member of the scholars’ advisory board of the Bauhaus Dessau Foundation. In addition to his work as an urban planner, he has written numerous international publications on urban planning in classical Modernism and on contemporary architecture. 

Catalog:

The exhibition will be accompanied by an extensive catalog in both English and German (approximately 300 pages, 170 illustrations) by Thilo Hilpert with contributions by Franz Schulze (Chicago), Liane Lefaivre (Vienna), Peter Blundell Jones (Sheffield), and Stanley Tigerman (Chicago), published by E.A. Seemann, Leipzig. ISBN 3-363-00770-1

The catalog is available through: Book Shop in the Bauhaus, Gropiusallee 38, D-06846 Dessau, Tel/Fax: +49 (0) 340 – 65 08 430
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